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The CTSAR George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest update is this: 
 
 To date there are four general inquiries for submission information; I will respond to 

them this coming week. 
 
 I have compiled a draft list of approximately 290 secondary schools state-wide, public 

and private, and intend to prepare a “first-year” snail-mailing list of 50-100 schools from 
this list. If any members present would like to ensure that a particular school is included 
on this list, please contact me within the week as any mailing is scheduled to be sent the 
week of November 14th. 

 
 While preparing the school list during the week of November 7th, I will generate a state 

print-media list for emailing a press release (see below). Again, if any members present 
would like to ensure that a particular newspaper or circular is notified, please contact me 
with that information. 

 
 While preparing the school list, I will also try to find time to get email addresses for as 

many schools as possible; I will contact such schools by email only. 
 
 For Essay purposes, I have created a unique email address; my primary address will 

always suffice, and all Knight emails are currently forwarded there to ensure I see them. 
 
 Unless there is compelling reason presented by CTSAR not to do so, for state 

submissions, I will require an simple affidavit for each submission that an appropriate 
Subject Matter teacher, i.e., English/Language Arts or History/Social Studies, or school 
principal, verifies that the work submitted is solely that of the applicant and exemplifies 
the caliber of work characteristic of that applicant.  

I believe this is a prudent step to help avoid the awkward liability of forwarding 
an outstanding essay to National only to find it comes from a paper-mill, or was 
not original, e.g., “adapted” from a work by a friend, sibling, or other family 
member. Further, I will ask the National Chairman about this, and see if he finds 
merit in including the same in the National Rules. 

 
 The following is my adaptation of the National Rules for State use; please confirm for me 

that the State award is $500, and contact me with any other editorial comments or 
concerns ASAP in order to ensure they are considered and/or incorporated. 

 
Press Release and Flyer Information 

 
The Connecticut Sons of the American Revolution (CTSAR) would like to announce it is now 
accepting submissions to the annual George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest Contest, which 
is sponsored nationally by the Sons of the American Revolution. 
 
The National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) invites all high school 
students (9th through 12th grades) interested in the American Revolution to participate in the 
George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest. The contest is open to all students attending home 
schools, public, parochial, or private high schools in that same grade range. 
 
To participate, students must submit an original 800- to 1,200-word essay based on an event, 
person, philosophy or ideal associated with the American Revolution, Declaration of 
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Independence, or the framing of the United States Constitution. Each student’s essay will be 
judged based upon its historical accuracy, clarity, organization, grammar and spelling, and 
documentation. 
 
For Connecticut students, the essay is submitted to the Connecticut Sons of the American 
Revolution (CTSAR) for state-wide judging, and the winner of the State-level contest is 
submitted for consideration at the national level. There is a $500 award for winning the State-
level contest; the National contest offers awards between $1,000 and $5,000 for the top three 
essays. Only one entry per student is permitted per contest year. Submissions must be received no 
later than December 31st. State and National results are announced by the end of February and 
April, respectively. 
 
A complete set of rules can be found at https://www.sar.org/education/youth-contests-
awards/george-s-stella-m-knight-essay-contest. Queries and submissions should be directed to 
John R. Morgan, CTSAR Knight Essay Chairmen, at KnightEssay@WestNeckCemetery.com  
 

#30# 
 
 
 
 

This ends my report for the November 5, 2016 meeting. 
 
 
 


